
Ethnocentrism 

What is Ethnocentrism? 

People who grow up knowing only one culture and one language are called 
monocultural. 

It’s the way that most of us grew up, and that’s ok. 

Ethnocentrism occurs when monocultural people enter cross-cultural situations and 
pridefully interpret reality on the basis of their monocultural assumptions.  They 
assume that their ways are superior, and thus arrogantly reject new perceptions of 
reality.  This cultural pride may be compared with egotism.  Egotism says, “my way is 
better than your way.”  Ethnocentrism says, “My culture is better than your culture.” 

Ethnocentrism is not ok, and it is hard to recognize in yourself.  People all over the 
glove love their countries, and it hurts their feelings if they perceive you to be making 
fun of their culture, the way they do things and think about things. 

Ethnocentrism and Missions 

Ethnocentrism can be especially harmful when it comes from missionaries, because 
they are the representatives of Jesus.  If missionaries act in an ethnocentristic, 
obnoxious manner, the very people that they have come to reach with the Gospel 
will be much more likely to reject that Gospel. 

Paul understood the principle that ethnocentrism hinders the Gospel. 
 “Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all 
people to bring many to Christ.  When I was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring 
the Jews to Christ.  When I was with those who follow the Jewish law, I too lived 
under that law.  When I am with the Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law, I too 
live apart from that law so I can bring them to Christ.  But I do not ignore the law of 
God, I obey the law of Christ.  When I am with those who are weak, I share their 
weakness, for I want to bring the weak to Christ.  Yes, I try to find common ground 
with everyone, doing everything I can to save some.  I do everything to spread the 
Good News and share in its blessing.” (I Cor 9:19-23, NLT) 

Being a Good Ambassador for Jesus in Ireland 

When things in Ireland seem strange to you, make a practice of keeping that to 
yourself.  Don't talk about how difficult it is to understand people’s accents, how 
weird it is to drive on the left side of the road, or how confusing it is to you that the 
word “pants” means “underwear” to Irish people.  If you are horrified at the idea of 
eating black (blood) pudding with your breakfast, then just politely say “no thank you” 
and leave it at that.  Or better yet, just give it a try.  It’s really not that bad! 



Keep this simple thought in your mind, and shape your responses based on it -  

“It’s not right, it’s not wrong, it’s just different, and definitely not weird.” 

Also, keep very clear in your mind this one major difference between American 
thinking and Irish thinking.  Americans place great value on effort and results, while 
Irish people value relationship and time spent together most of all. They don’t really 
care how successful you are, they only want to feel that you care about them and 
want to know them.   

So, when you are chatting with an Irish person, if their cursing offends you, keep it to 
yourself.  If they clearly have no problem with something that seems sinful to you, 
don’t set yourself apart from them because of it.  Be like Jesus, who was known to 
hang out with notorious sinners, and also be like Paul and “share their weakness”.  
Find your common ground, and enjoy getting to know them just as they are.  This will 
help them trust you, and hopefully lower any barriers for the Gospel, if you find an 
opening to share your faith.   

Reflection questions: 

 - How can I recognize and deal with my own subconscious ethnocentrism (my  
  natural assumption that my way is the best way)? 

 - How can I learn to see Irish culture and thinking as just as valid as my own? 

Prayer: 

Father, just as your Son left the culture of Heaven to come be a part of our world and 
show us Your love, Please help me to leave my own cultural comfort zone and 
assumptions behind, so that I can be an ambassador of Your love to Ireland.



Holy Spirit Led Conversations 

“HOLY SPIRIT LED…” 

Let it flow out of your prayer-walking. 

 As you talk, try to be aware of your ethnocentristic ways, but don’t let them 
cripple you, either. 

 Find somewhere to go in and sit for a while.  Coffeehouses are an obvious 
choice, but pubs could work, or a park if the weather should happen to be nice.  
Before you go, ask God to give you someone to talk to, and be open.   

 When you find someone you feel you should talk with, look for a connection 
without being intrusive - such as the weather or a book they are reading.  Introduce 
yourself and find out what their name is.  Be natural and unscripted. Ask everyday 
questions, like where are you from, tell me about your family, what do you like to do 
for fun.  Later, after you have parted ways, make a note of their name, and something 
to remember them by - it will help you pray for them later. 

 When a team member is engaged with a person, the others on that team 
need to become hypersensitive at that point and pray hard.  They may or may not be 
involved in the conversation, but in any case, they need to be aware of what’s 
happening around them.  When the Holy Spirit begins to work through us, the 
enemy will go to work to to try and disrupt our work. 

 Don’t feel like you necessarily are meant to be witnessing in every 
conversation or offering to pray for them.  Perhaps you’re just there to listen, and 
then to go home and pray.  Or perhaps the reason God placed you right there at that 
exact moment is to have a friendly conversation - maybe that conversation is the 
very one that’s going to open that person up to hear the gospel at another time.  Or 
maybe you really are supposed to give your testimony.  Just listen for the Spirit’s 
voice, He will lead you.   

 If the only thing that happens for you on this trip is that you gain an 
understanding of the spiritual atmosphere in Ireland so you can be praying, that is 
huge.  Christians in America need to understand the climate in Europe, and 
awareness is where that begins.  When you understand on a heart level what the 
believers in Ireland are up against as they strive to win their nation for Christ, you can 
hold them up in prayer, just as your support team will be holding you up in prayer 
while you are on this trip.  The work of praying for those on the field is every bit as 
important as the work on the field itself.  



Spiritual Preparation 

To do work like this, takes a deep spiritual commitment and preparation is key to 
being effective 

We need to be as ready as possible for whatever the enemy might try to throw at us. 

We need to be very much in tune with the HS to not only be guided by His 
promptings, but to discern what’s happening around us on the spiritual plane - being 
aware of the environment and also being able to listen to people effectively and at 
the same time hear from the Lord what He might reveal to us about them. 

Our individual spiritual preparation also affects the team.  It gives the Lord a chance 
to speak to us about what it means to be a good team member.  We need each of 
you to come on this trip with your grown-up pants on.  Be intent on being the best 
team member you can be. 

Phil 2:1-4 “Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if 
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same 
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” 

Phil 4:8 “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” 

Practicalities in Spiritual Preparation -  

- Commit to praying everyday - for your team, for yourself, for the people you will 
encounter in Dublin 

- Do the assignments with an expectation that you and the team will benefit from 
them 

- Practice Phil 2:4 and 4:8 everyday 
- Remain aware that the enemy will do his best to thwart your efforts - be strong 

and courageous 

Spiritual warfare - resistance, influence or out-and-out attacks by the enemy 

We all have different experiences and levels of knowledge 

When we do the Lord’s work, we will encounter Spiritual Warfare to one degree or 
another



Praying for Ireland and Praying for One Another

Mon 9/5 	 Rachel 

Tues 9/6 	 Cameron 

Weds 9/7 	 Joanna 

Thurs 9/8 	 Tom 

Fri 9/9 	 Hillary 

Sat 9/10 	 Rebekah 

Sun 9/11 	 Lindsey 

Mon 9/12 	 Nicole 

Tues 9/13 	 Hannah 

Weds 9/14 	Craig 

Thurs 9/15 	Rodney 

Fri 9/16 	 Cole 

Sat 9/17 	 Courtney 

Sun 9/18 	 Gary 

Mon 9/19 	 Beth 


IRELAND 

Tues 9/20 	 Discipleship Multiplication 

Weds 9/21 	Government and Leadership 

Thurs 9/22 	University Students 

Fri 9/23 	 Travellers 

Sat 9/24 	 Irish Bible Institute 

Sun 9/25 	 The West 

Mon 9/26 	 Focus on the Family Ireland 

Tues 9/27 	 Islam 

Weds 9/28 	Evangelical Alliance 

Thurs 9/29 	Addiction 

Fri 9/30 	 Serve the City 

Sat 10/1 	 Abuse 

Sun 10/2 	 Creatives 

Mon 10/3 	 Suicide 

Tues 10/4 	 Discipleship Multiplication 




IRISH CHURCHES 

Weds 10/5 	St. Mark’s Church, Dublin (stmarks.ie) 

Thurs 10/6 	Trinity Church, Dublin (secure.trinity.ie) 

Fri 10/7 	 North Clare Community Church, Ennistimon 	 

	 	 (northclarechurch.com) 

Sat 10/8 	 Grace Church, Cork (graceireland.com) 

Sun 10/9 	 Swords Baptist Church, Swords (swordsbaptistchurch.com) 

Mon 10/10 	St. Catherine’s Church, Dublin (stcatherine.ie) 

Tues 10/11 Red Cross Church, Wicklow (redcrosschurch.ie) 

Weds 10/12 Carlow Christian Community (no website, pray for Pastor 

	 	 	 Seamus, pronounced Shay-mus, and his wife Jenny) 

Thurs 10/13 Open Arms Church, Newbridge (openarms.ie) 

Fri 10/14 	 Youghal Baptist, Youghal (youghalbaptist.ie) 

Sat 10/15 	 Calvary Chapel, Cork (calvarycork.org) 


Sun 10/16 	Rachel 

Mon 10/17 	Cameron 

Tues 10/18 Joanna 

Weds 10/19 Tom 

Thurs 10/20 Hillary 

Fri 10/21 	 Rebekah 

Sat 10/22 	 Lindsey 

Sun 10/23 	Nicole 

Mon 10/24 	Hannah 

Tues 10/25 Craig 

Weds 10/26 Rodney 

Thurs 10/27 Cole 

Fri 10/28 	 Courtney 

Sat 10/29 	 Gary and Beth 



